The Gadget Zone
by James Careless

Need some cool tech relief? You’ve come to the right place: The Gadget Zone delivers:

If you want to record what’s happening around you in an ultra-discreet way, consider getting the Looxcie 2 wearable video camera. Styled to resemble a Bluetooth telephone headset and worn on the eye, the Looxcie
2 can record up to 10 hours of video in memory for later download. Or you can even shoot and then stream what the Looxcie is seeing live; using the Looxcie Live app that is available both for iPhones and Android smartphones. (The Looxcie 2 transmits the video to the smartphone, which sends it out to the Web.) One caveat: The Looxcie 2's top video resolution is 480p, so it is best suited for YouTube videos. 

See it at looxcie.com.

Have you ever wanted a Star Trek-style replicator? If so, then check out the MakerBot 3D Replicator printer. Using various colours of raw plastic and connected to a computer running 3D design software, the MakerBot literally ‘prints’ 3D components, so that you can turn 3D images into reality! Okay, so it won’t make you a steaming cup of Earl Grey tea – sorry, Captain Picard – but the MakerBot Replicator is one cool gadget. 

More at www.makerbot.com.

If you are fed up with being uncomfortable when you type or mouse, test drive a Logitech Wireless Desktop MK710. This keyboard/mouse set has literally been built for comfort. The MK710 wireless keyboard comes with a cushioned palm rest built-in. Meanwhile, its Logitech Incurve concave keys help your fingers find the keys easily and gently. The MK710 wireless mouse is sculpted to fit your hand naturally, yet supports ‘hyper-fast scrolling’ thanks to its efficient scroll wheel. Both devices deliver up to three years’ battery life, using their included AA alkaline batteries. Find the MK710 at www.logitech.com. (I feel better already!)

Finally, in another nod to Star Trek geeks, you can now have an authentic Star Trek wall communicator mounted by your door. That’s right: Whenever someone comes through the door, you can hear the much-loved ‘whooshing’ sound. Or if you prefer, the device can be set to emit a ‘Red Alert!’ alarm. Push the button on the panel’s front, and you’ll hear the “Communicator Whistle sound. What more could the tech-loving 23rd century citizen ask for? Beam down to www.thinkgeek.com for this one.
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