Charles Fenerty

The inventor of pulp paper

by Ronald Wolf 
    It seems only fitting that I pay homage to Charles Fenerty for his invention and how it changed the entire world.  I never knew who Fenerty was or his contribution to the world until now.
   Charles Fenerty (1821- 1892), was a Canadian inventor who invented the wood pulp process for papermaking, which was first adapted into the production of newsprint. Fenerty was also a poet (writing over 32 known poems). He also did extensive travelling throughout Australia between the years 1858 to 1865. 
   Modern day paper wasn’t always made out of wood pulp. In fact, the wood pulp (mashing wood in pulp) process is a recent process when you think about the history of the paper process.
   Before wood pulp, paper was made from rags. Papermaking began in Egypt c.3000 BC. In 105 AD,  Ts'ai Lun a Chinese inventor, invented modern papermaking using rags, cotton, and other plant fibers by pulping it. Then in the 18th century a French scientist by the name of René Antoine Ferchault de Réaumur suggested that paper could be made from trees. 
   Though he never experimented himself, his theory caught the interest of others, namely Matthias Koops. In 1800 Koops published a book on papermaking made from straw. Its outer covers were made from trees. His method wasn't like Fenerty's (pulping wood); instead he simply ground the wood and adhere it together. His book does not mention anything to do with wood pulping. 
   As a youth, Charles worked for his father in the family lumber mills. During the winter months,the Fenerty's would clear the local forests for lumber. Charles was also a farmer. The Fenerty's had about 1000 acres of farm land. They would ship most of their produce to the markets in Halifax. 
   It was in his youth where he was inspired by both nature and poetry. His first (known) poem was titled The Prince’s Lodge 1888. In those days paper was made from pulped rags. It was a technique used for nearly 2,000 years. And suddenly demands reached their peak, while rag supplies reached its all time low. 
   Charles was very curious of how paper was made, and often stopped at these paper mills. There were many similarities between paper mills and lumber mills; something young Fenerty saw and experimented with. 
    Charles Fenerty began experimenting with wood pulp around 1838. In 1844 he made his discovery. 
   Little attention was given and even Fenerty himself never pursued the idea and he never took out a patent on his process. But it did mark the beginning to a new industry, although today most people attribute F.G. Keller as the original inventor.
   Fenerty held several positions: wood measurer, census taker, health warden, tax collector for his community, and overseer of the poor. He was also very involved with the church. Fenerty died on June 10, 1892 in his home in Upper Sackville, N.S., from flu at the age of 71.
   Pulped wood paper slowly began to be adopted by paper mills throughout Canada, the U.S., and Europe; then to the rest of the world. Charles would live to see the very first wood pulp paper mill erected near his home town (where some claim he worked part-time in his later years). 
   German newspapers were the first to adopt the process, and then other newspaper made the painful switch from rags to wood pulp. By the end of the 19th-century almost all newspapers in the western world were using pulp wood newsprint.                             Canadians are an extremely resourceful group of people. If you need proof of this, just look at the newsprint you hold in your hands, it’s a Canadian invention.
