Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Brooke Henderson Forces Her Way onto LPGA 2nd tier Tour.

The rising star of woman’s Canadian golf, seventeen year-old Brooke Henderson, continues to shine as she makes herself impossible to ignore.

Her petition to the LPGA for an exception to the age requirement was previously denied, preventing her from becoming a recognized member of the tour. Having already turned pro, Brooke wasn’t left with much choice but to attempt to get into weekend tournaments by going through the Monday qualifying sessions and earning a spot for the weekend. Sponsor exemptions could also get her into a tournament, but there is a limit on how many exemptions she can get this way.

At the major LPGA Players Championship, held the weekend of June 12, Brooke ended up tied for fifth place. This past weekend, on the 2nd tier development Symetra Tour, Brooke came on strong in the last two rounds and won the Four Winds Invitational.

Actually, Brooke won twice – after the tournament the LPGA Commissionaire Mike Whan accepted her petition for a waiver of the Eighteen year-old age requirement, giving her full-time status on the 2nd level Symetra Tour.

Of course, it is hard to deny her ability to play on your tour if she’s winning. What matters is that she is now recognized as a member of the tour and has eleven tournaments left in the season where her earnings will count towards her final standing at year-end. If she manages to finish in the top ten she will automatically get a LPGA card.

I expect it will happen next year, this year might be too soon. The fact she won’t go away, continuing to knock on the door is a good sign. Winning their tournament, forcing them accept her, are the same traits that will see her rise the leaderboards in the LPGA when she finally arrives. 

To most of us watching her play, it is only a matter of time, but it’s nice that she wants it as much as the fans and won’t take no for an answer. Quiet, unassuming, and skilled, she’s a true Canadian sportswoman we’ve been waiting for. Keep it up Brooke!


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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