Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Brooke Henderson: Canada’s Next Female Golfer

It has been a tough number of years since any of Canada’s women golfers have found their winning touch. Eleven years to be exact, since Lorie Kane last won a tournament. Now golf fans can see the light at the end of the tunnel.

Smiths Falls native Brooke Henderson was a hockey goalie before setting that sport aside to focus fulltime on her golf game. With a number of accomplishments already under her belt, there is a clear progression underway.

In 2013, at the age of fifteen, Henderson won the Canadian Woman’s Amateur title. She came second at the U.S. Amateur Championship in 2014. This year Brooke turned pro at seventeen, even though she is not eligible to be a member of the LPGA whose rules only recognize players over eighteen years old. 

Henderson’s choice could be questioned, turning pro instead of heading to a college. Word is that the reasoning was there wouldn’t be sufficient challenge to her game at the college level and that holding back wouldn’t progress her game like turning pro would. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Which brings us to the LPGA Swinging Skirts Classic in San Francisco on April 26th, at the Lake Merced golf course. With a second round score of sixty-five, Brooke set a new two-round score of 135 breaking the previous record set by Stacy Lewis.

Starting the last round with the lead, Brooke faltered slightly, but even under the pressure of being in the final grouping with her idol Morgan Presell, she hung on and came in third, just missing the playoff.

This is experience she can’t buy, and can only learn from. Getting into the last grouping on a Sunday afternoon is an accomplishment in itself. More importantly for herself, and for the viewers, we were able to watch her playing at that level, and have a vision of her capability. 

If she can stay in the match mentally on the last day, in the last group, at age seventeen, then things are looking great for her future and for the Canadian fans who are long overdue for a winner to cheer for. 

Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
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