Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Canadian Tennis and Eugenie Bouchard: The Sophomore Jinx – Or Is It More?

When someone comes onto the scene and makes a splash in any sport, you can be sure there is a story and time spent earning that moment. It was no different for Eugenie Bouchard.

Hitting the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) by storm in 2013, her first wins over top-fifty ranked players and her first quarterfinal appearance’s was just her getting going. In 2014 she kept the pedal down, beating top-ten ranked players and reaching the semi-finals and finals of a number of tournaments.

By the end of the 2014 season she was ranked sixth in the world and was named WTA Most Improved Player for the Year. Everything was rolling right along and Bouchard seemed on track to rise even higher in 2015. 

Unfortunately, this is where the story disconnects. I can’t understand how under these conditions, with everything pointing in the right direction, that Eugenie decided to end her relationship with long-time coach Nick Saviano at the end of the same year.

At the age of twelve Eugenie moved to Florida with her mother to work with Nick. He was her coach almost her entire career. There will always be coaching changes, we see it in sports all the time, but usually its after a bad run, or couple bad seasons. Very rarely do you see a winning combination break up while in the middle of a fantastic run like Eugenie was on.

And so far, 2015 has become a disaster for Eugenie. She has been knocked out in the first round of almost every tournament she has entered. Whatever streak she was on, the momentum of it is long gone. There was a strength of character about her when she burst on the scene two years ago, it became part of her swagger, and gave me, as a Canadian, something to look forward to in women’s tennis.

Lately she looks lost, ungrounded, like a deer in the headlights. She reminds me of golfer Rory McIlroy after he had some success and decided to sign a deal with Nike. He had to use their golf clubs and it took him a year to get the new clubs sorted out.

I hope Bouchard’s decision to change coaches at such a strange time was hers alone and not advice whispered in her ear for whatever reason, because in the end it is Eugenie that has to live with the results, and so far they sure haven’t been pretty. And there was so much potential. 

Eugenie – these current lows are brutal, get things back the way they were – the highs were so much better then. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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