Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Ferrari Develops Canada’s next Formula 1 Driver: Lance Stroll

Ferrari owner Enzo Ferrari first conceived of developing a racecar driver along with developing racing cars back in the late 70’s. He found a young Canadian daredevil with an immense natural talent for racing snowmobiles and then cars. His name was Gilles Villeneuve.

Rough around the edges and inexperienced, Villeneuve became a legend, winning six F1 races before being ejected from the racecar while qualifying for the 1982 Belgium Grand Prix where he died from his injuries. Ferrari says this accident haunts them to this day. 

With proper training, development and time to evolve his skills, Gilles might not have died and may have lived to become a mainstay in the sport. 

The idea of training drivers at Ferrari died with Gilles.

Then a ten-year old named Lewis Hamilton told Ron Dennis of McLaren that he would drive for the team someday. Over the next three years the McLaren boss watched Hamilton win everything in Karting. Finally, in an unprecedented move, Dennis signed the thirteen-year old to a contract and began to develop him with practice time and simulators. Years later, when Hamilton started to win on the F1 circuit, other teams took notice and Ferrari decided to open its own driving academy.

In their search for the next prodigy, the first choice they settled on was Lance Stroll, a Canadian who was winning everything in Kart racing against competitors much older than him. 

Stroll’s father hadn’t even heard of the Ferrari academy, and disregarded the man who introduced himself in Florida, asking if his son wanted to go to Italy. The clarifying phone call from Italy later that day sorted out the reality that Ferrari really did want his son. 

After much consideration and at the young age of 13, Lance left for the academy. He began training daily with a gymnast coach, a nutritionist, simulators and learning various forms of managing stresses, pressures and stamina required to compete. There are only four drivers at the academy, a select few. 

Lance is now sixteen years old and racing in Formula 3. At the European Monza Race he had a terrific accident while battling for fifth place. Its a good thing, to learn and develop skills in a controlled environment where the speeds are slowly increased and skills advance along with mental and physical capabilities. 

Hopefully Ferrari has it right this time around, and the learning curve is at the right pace where Lance can continue to evolve until we see a Canadian racing for years at the highest level of Formula 1. 

Only time will tell. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
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