Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Jamie Vardy: Taking The Long Road To Record Books

There’s a great story about Jamie Vardy. The English footballer was released from his local club at sixteen. But he worked his way up through the lower tiers of English football to finally make it to the highest level, the Premier League.

He showed amazing dedication, tenacity and drive to keep working towards his goal. After his early release from the local club, he joined the Stocksbridge Park Steels reserve team. It took him three years to be promoted to the main team, where he earned the grand sum of £30.00 weekly. 

At the next level, playing for FC Halifax Town he was the club’s high scorer with 27 goals for the 2009-2010 season. He started the following year with three goals in the first four games, which ended up being a sign of things to come. He was traded after the fourth game up to the next level, finishing the 2010-2011 season with Fleetwood Town.

The 2011-2012 season was another step forward for Jamie. He ended up the Conference Premier League scoring leader with 31 goals. This enabled him to move up again, this time to play for Leicester City, his first promotion to the Football League.

2012-2013 wasn’t a success. As Vardy lost his form, the City supporters let him know what they thought. At one point he considered leaving football altogether, until club managers convinced him to stay. 

2013-2014 established Vardy’s capability as a scorer, with sixteen goals as his team was promoted to the highest level, the Premier league. (Best teams from league below move up a tier and worst teams of league above drop down a tier)

In 2014 his team finished a respectable fourteenth, avoiding relegation to the lower tier and setting up the historical year he was to have. Considering the time it has taken, the patience or endurance he’s produced. It’s a great accomplishment.

This year Jamie scored one goal in the first ten games. On November 27th he secured the eleventh goal in a row for the season, beating a Premier league record of ten goals in a row held by Ruud van Nistelrooy.  His long road to the highest level will forever be remembered, and now he has the record to prove it.

How long the record lasts will be decided with time. Since he is still on the streak, it may be more goals by the time he’s done. Either way Jamie has spent his dues, leaned his craft. Even if you don’t have it naturally you can still get there the hard way.

It must make this accomplishment that much sweeter. It sure seems well deserved.

 Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.

– 30 –

For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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