Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Jordan Spieth Wins Fed EX Cup: Just don’t call it the playoffs of golf

No one can take this year’s success away from Jordan, he had one for the ages. He won two major championships and was the youngest player to win five tournaments since 1929. The icing on the cake happened as he won the Tour Championship last weekend along with the Fed EX Cup and $10,000,000. 

But some would say that if this were a real playoff, Jordan shouldn’t even be there.

Spieth didn’t even make the cut in the first two playoff events, The Barkleys and the Duetsche Bank Championship. The PGA playoffs consist of four tournaments, the previous two plus the BMW Championship and the Tour Championship.

Only 125 players start in the first tournament, then 100 in the second, 70 in the third. Only the top thirty players get into the final tournament with the $10,000,000 on the line. 

The reason Spieth made it to the third tournament even though he missed the cut the previous two is because the PGA determines who moves forward to each level based on the points they have accumulated during the year in addition to those earned in the playoffs. Speith had such a great year with so many points stockpiled, that even though he earned zero points in those first tournaments was able to stay in the top 125, then 100, and finally 70 and 30. He finally found his game during the BMW Championship, hitting full stride in the Tour Championship to win it all. 

In other sports, teams or individuals have great years and rack up “regular” season points. Someone always has first place in the standings come the end of the year. Most sports throw out those results and start over come playoffs. 

In those sports you have to win or go home. To me that’s what playoffs represent. I’m sure many teams could find their legs if given enough chances and might eventually win their titles or cups with enough time. But playoffs are about performance on demand, no second chances. I think once golf’s top 125 is set based on year end points, everyone should start over. The champion should be decided based on the four tournaments – you miss a cut – you are out. If you don’t get in the top 100, 70, or 30 then you are also out. 

No other sport that I know of has a player or team who isn’t performing as the playoffs start, be allowed to stick around and come alive to win everything at the end.

I was actually pulling for Spieth this year as he went for the Grand Slam of golf, winning the four majors. He was an exciting part of this year. This win, coming when a reasonable person might question if he should even have been participating, rings a little hollow for me. The PGA should be looking at this and thinking of a better way to do it. If someone came out of nowhere and won ten or eleven events some year, he might have enough points built up to win the Fed EX Cup without even attending the playoffs. So in that year there wouldn’t even be a need for the final four tournaments, which would be a joke.

It was a great year for Jordan, he did win the Fed Ex Cup and it’s points system, which is a better way of describing it than a playoff system. It’s not his fault the system kept him around longer than it should have, or that he found a gear and won it all. I personally would of liked to see him earning his right to play at every level of the playoff, instead of riding the laurels of his earlier wins. Then Spieth would have seemed even more deserving of his win. 

Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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