Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Lorne Main: A Great Canadian Tennis Story


I recently learned the story of Lorne Main. I discovered that in addition to being a great athlete, he was an incredible example and inspiration for staying young.

Lorne was a pretty good tennis player in his time. He won the Canadian Doubles Championship in 1951 and again in 1954, his most successful year. That year, at the age of 24 he made it to the final thirty-two in the French Open, Wimbledon, and the US Open. The highlight of the year was a win at the Masters Singles Final in Monte Carlo.

Lorne played for Team Canada in Davis Cup from 1949 to 1955, then served as a non-playing captain from 1958 to 1961. Now, if that was where the story ended it would be a good one. But really it was just beginning. 

Back in those days tennis didn’t pay much and there were bills needing to be taken care of, so Lorne went to work raising his family. It wasn’t until years later, after his wife had died and he’d beaten some of his demons, that he decided to return to tennis. 

Since then Lorne has seen some of his greatest successes. He ranked number one at various times in all Senior categories – from age 55 to 80. His 12 singles and 13 doubles titles are a world record. At 82 his game is still there, and more titles may follow.

When the International Tennis Association decided to develop a Senior’s Accomplishment Award their review of the records concluded that Lorne should be the first recipient.

Even some jet setters calling him up to fly him around the world all expenses paid to be a ringer in their games just keeps that ever-present smile beaming. His answer to it all is simple, but like all sports enthusiasts know, so telling.

With a flashing smile he says, “I just really like the game” 

I don’t know too many athletes who retire from sport and then return years later to take their game by storm again, impacting it for another thirty years on their way to their countries Tennis Hall of Fame. That’s what I find love about Lorne Main’s story, 

Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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