Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Mayweather versus Pacquiao: Defining the Sport of Boxing.

In a time when boxing has taken a backseat to the Ultimate Fighting Championship and Mixed Martial arts cage fighting, we get a boxing fight for the ages.

Michigan’s Floyd “Pretty Boy” Mayweather, Jr. was born in 1977. The undefeated pro boxer has won five championships in five different weight classes. Currently thirty-eight years old, he is WBC, WBA Welterweight Champion, WBC Super Middleweight, WBA and Ring Middleweight Champion. Floyd is considered one of the best pound-for-pound fighters ever. 

The Philippine’s Emmanuel “Manny” Dapidran Pacquiao was born in 1978, a professional boxer, he is first and only eight-division champion. He was named Fighter of the Decade for the 2000s. He is currently the WBO Welterweight champion at thirty-nine years old. He became a politician at 32, has been an actor and singer. Emmanuel also coaches a basketball team and having played in one game, became a pro basketball player as well. He also has been considered pound-for-pound one of the best. 

Both of these careers are legendary. Each is deserving of the acclaim and respect they achieved. For a number of reasons a fight between the two of them has never materialized, and we, the fans of the last twenty years, kept telling ourselves that it would have been a beauty.

So now the two teams have finally agreed to fight. This contest will highlight the good and the bad of the sport of boxing at the same time.

The good part of the sport is that there is skill in boxing. Skill is the only way you achieve those records, those championships. It proves that someone with only his hands, in a controlled environment, can out-wit, out-hit and out-defense another fighter, consistently and repetitively.  In Floyd’s case better than consistently, as undefeated, he handled all comers throughout his career. 

So the long awaited question of who is the best fighter will finally be decided. This will be as interesting as any other major fight. No matter how you look at it, one legend will suffer. 

The bad part for the sport of boxing is that the biggest fight in ages involves two men that are almost forty. Where is the young blood? Where are the new champions who put together win streaks long enough to capture the media attention and the curiosity of fans? I can’t tell you a name. No Tyson’s, no Sugar Ray Leonard’s.

The boxing community had better hope this fight reignites the interest of young athletes and future investors, because this fight has been the only intriguing thing to watch for in years. After the fight I’m not sure what there will be to look forward to. 

Hopefully, this fight isn’t representing the sport’s last hurrah.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
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