Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Mike Weir: The Incredible Memory

The news that Mike Weir is stepping away from golf was hard for me to take. With injuries like a lingering elbow issue taking away his game, he has struggled for a number of years. Still, Weir has given me my best golf memory. 

It is probably fitting that Weir is leaving the game with eight PGA victories, tied with George Knudson for the Canadian record. 

George was the mainstay big name in Canadian golf for years before Mike took on the mantel for the last fifteen years.

At eleven-years old, Mike Weir wrote to Jack Nicklaus asking advice about converting from left-handed to right-handed. The ever-helpful Jack replied that he should stay with what felt natural, and the left-handed Weir turned pro in 1992.

In 1999 he won his first PGA tournament, fittingly, the Air Canada Championship in Surrey, British Columbia. Mike would go on to win just under $28 million in his career. He spent 110 weeks in the Top Ten of the Official World Golf Ranking between 2001 and 2005.

Without a doubt, Weir’s most mesmerizing result was in 2003, as he won the Masters at Augusta. In a tournament layered with prestige and history, Mike played brilliant golf and produced pressure shots one after another as he came in from the final eighteenth hole tied for first, and then went on to win in the playoff. This was the most interested I have ever been in a golf match. I consider it a great Canadian sporting moment.

There have been many good players over the last twenty years. The future looks good for Canadian golf with Hearn and Delaet playing in the PGA, and other young players coming up making the news.

Mike Weir however, at this point, has provided the single greatest memory for me at a great tournament. It was a major title for the quiet, hardworking lefty, and for the rest of us Canadians as well. Who knows how many new players his win inspired? 

I offer my thanks to Mike Weir and best wishes for whatever he chooses to do in the future.
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Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
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