Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Mount Everest: Time for Common Sense

There was a time when I though climbing Mount Everest would be a thrilling adventure and a worthy goal for those wanting the ultimate challenge. Today I am wondering if that is still the case.

A few years ago I learned that more than two hundred dead bodies have been left on the mountain. I wondered if seeing these abandoned bodies took something away from a climber’s reward of reaching the top.

I understand that the fees for climbing Everest account for a large portion of Nepal’s national income. I have been told that some effort is taken to cover some of the bodies with rocks, or move them off the trail, so as not to be seen. 

Last year a major avalanche in the Khumbu icefall killed sixteen Nepalese Sherpa guides and the climbing season was closed for the rest of the short season. This was an isolated event on Everest, but still the Nepal government considered it the right thing to do.

This year’s much worse earthquake in Nepal on April 25 has left over seven thousand dead and more than ten thousand injured people across the region. The Everest region was at the edge of the affected area, but the base camp at the bottom of the climb was hit hard where nineteen were killed and the ladders that are set once a year in the Khumbu ice-fall were whipped out.

Guy Cotton leading one of the climbing groups said they lost five Sherpa guides and he said he didn’t feel it was appropriate to try to climb at this point. I also heard that former British Army Officer Adrian Hayes would be giving up his attempt to climb heading to help relief efforts in hard hit areas of the country.

What I find shocking is that there are climbers who still want to climb the mountain. They are insisting that the money they have paid will be lost. They are asking the Nepalese government to reset the ladders across the icefalls and reopen the route. There is an expectation that the government would then be ready to offer assistance if anything went wrong on the climb.

In the face of the untold number of dead, injured and stranded people left destitute by the earthquake it seems inappropriate for wealthy sportsmen to attempt to divert scarce resources so that they can climb. 

One of the men still adamantly insisting on his right to continue to climb this year claimed he was on a spiritual journey. I beg to differ. I liken it more to a blind expedition. That is what a person must be on to still want to continue climbing this year.

Hopefully the Nepalese government will honour the lives of those who have been lost, and focus their efforts on caring for victims in the earthquake zone by sending these entitled glory seekers home.

As for those who will climb past the bodies littering the mountain in the future, they too must know the feeling of the blind journey. What kind of reward is there when you walk where compassion is missing, where morality is lost? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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