Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

NASCAR’s Jeff Gordon Retires In Style

Jeff Gordon retired this past weekend. He was only one of four drivers still in contention for the Championship. It was fitting that he was in the hunt even if his car wasn’t the best. He deserved the attention.

For a guy who started riding BMX at four years old, and racing quarter midgets at the same time, it shouldn’t be a surprise that he won thirty-five main events in BMX as a six-year old. Then he went on to win all twenty-five of his kart races when he was eleven.

Jeff’s decision to quit driving at twelve to take up waterskiing was a surprise that turned into a short-lived experiment as he returned to driving the next year. As a fifteen-year old he won three sprint car races and the following year was the youngest driver to get his United States Auto Club license from the sanctioning body for racing in the U.S..

The racing career that followed is up there with the best, a Hall of Famer as they would say. I think one of the things I noticed looking at the statistics is the amazing number of wins he produced. They were not spread out over the years, often coming in bunches, but the overall averages are stunning.

In 797 races he won 93 times, or every 8.4 races. In that same period he placed in the top five 325 times, in forty percent of his races. One word to describe these results: Consistency. When he had the best car he brought home the results, when he didn’t have the car he still ended up near the front.

Jeff hasn’t been up with the best of them lately, and slower off the restarts some say, but he put wins together when it mattered, getting him into the year-end with a chance at another Championship the year he was retiring. If he had been successful it would have been his fifth.

Still, I’d say that four championships while winning one out of eight races over twenty-five years straight will last the test of time. Jeff has earned his place among the greats and earned our respect. Now, in retirement, he can sit back and enjoy it.

Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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