Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Nascar Driver Tony Stewart Facing Lawsuit

No one should be surprised that the family of Kevin Ward Jr filed a civil lawsuit against Nascar driver Tony Stewart. After all, Stewart was the driver who hit their son during a sprint care race at the Canandaigua Motorsports Park racetrack, leading to the boy’s death.

The police and prosecutor’s investigations into the death led to no criminal charges being filed against Mr. Stewart. Investigators said they believed their tests showed that Stewart had about one second to respond to the sight of Kevin Ward standing on the track; just too little time to attach criminal charges to. 

The controversy comes in how one interprets the video, as listening to Stewart’s account carries no weight when we can’t hear Kevin Ward’s side of the story. I watched one of the few videos that exist, numerous times, and I always get a bad feeling about the whole event. And by that I mean, a bad feeling about Tony Stewart’s intentions.

In the video Tony is racing a sprint car against a lower-level field of drivers. It’s not Nascar. Stewart goes into a corner and has some part in Kevin Ward wrecking as their cars come together.

Tony is experienced and knows anyone wanting to exercise their anger at his actions will be waiting for him in either the pit lanes or on the side of the track as he goes around. Kevin, a young driver, was just 20-years old when he got out of his car that was crashed up against the barrier and began walking along the track as other cars made their way around avoiding his wreck. They, the other drivers, all saw him.

Tony Stewart says he never saw Ward. The strangest part of the video, and maybe the most damaging, is the fact that although no other car passing the kid accelerates, Tony does. Was it coincidence that the acceleration was right as he passed the spot Kevin was standing, or something else?

How does a big-name driver feel about being called out when he’s racing a rung or two down the ladder? Does he charge the kid or scare him a bit? Or is it just an accident when a frustrated driver gets too close to a racing car, and suddenly there is a tragedy. 

I just cannot fathom why Stewart would have gunned the engine if he wanted to take defensive actions to avoid or ignore the kid. The engine clearly revs up and Stewart’s car accelerates, changing direction as it lurched forward.

The only excuse for doing accelerating in that manner would be that Tony didn’t see the kid, but I’m not buying that. He sure wouldn’t look like he had his head about him when everyone else saw Ward standing on the track. Besides, I can’t believe he didn’t know that someone might be there, he’ been that guy himself, angered and wanting someone to know about it. 

One thing is sure, if he had just driven past without any change of direction or acceleration, there would be much less doubt. 

For Kevin and Tony’s sake let’s hope the courts get it right. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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