Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Professional Sports and the Celebration Dilemma

Recently I’ve noticed a change in attitude towards individual celebrations in sport. Baseball and Hockey come immediately to mind, but there are others. For some reason it has become almost impossible to celebrate a goal or a win with any enthusiasm without offending some members of the opposing team. 

When they say they don’t want to shown up in front of their fans – I say you get paid to. Or better yet, your team could just win, and then you get the last laugh.

I’ve seen batters hit a home run and take too long to admire the arc of the ball, or swing the bat triumphantly over their shoulder, only to be met at home plate as they come around the bases by the backcatcher who doesn’t appreciate the grandstanding. Pushing, yelling and bench-clearings come next.

Then we hear players talk about the code, a set of unwritten rules players tend to abide by. Don’t show each other up, respect the other team, stuff like that. To me it seems that we are changing sports to accommodate the sore losers. Sport is after all about winning something, and winning usually leads to celebration.

In hockey if someone is too flashy with their celebration it will undoubtedly bother one or more of the opposing players, and if not immediately, then sooner or later someone will let him know with a good hit into the boards, a dirty hit, a challenge, or a warning.

Imagine you are a rookie and you finally made it to the big leagues and get your first three-run homer, or your first goal. You want to smile, to let out pent up adrenalin in celebration, but now you watch out that you don’t upset any of your opponents or you may become a target.

I still remember way back when Dave “Tiger” Williams would run on his skates for half the length of the rink after scoring a goal and then straddle his stick so he could ride the rest of the rink, which was hilarious. Someone attempting that today might not last the fourteen years Williams did.

Another celebration that will be long remembered was Alexander Ovechkin after he scored his fiftieth goal of the season, laying his stick down and waving his hands above it like it was too hot to hold. Another funny, but well-earned, celebration.

In the heat of the moment, and as the significance or importance of the feat rises, one should only expect the player’s intensity to be increased and therefore any quick and good sportsmanship celebration should be allowed. 

Obviously taunting opposition, or unsportsmanlike choice of words or gestures change a celebration to something else. But fist pumping, high fives, yelling, hooting, hollering or any personal method of celebration directed at your teammates or fans shouldn’t ruffle the opposition’s feathers. 

Players need to remember that it’s pro sports and we as the paying fans like to see the enthusiasm and excitement expressed, not stifled by player codes and sore-loser feelings. Opposing players should man up or woman up and then suck it up. If they don’t like seeing their opponents celebrating, perhaps they should try winning.  

Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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