Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Rudderless Maple Leafs
[bookmark: _GoBack]By Rejean Giguere

This isn’t rocket science. All sports teams have positional players, each contributing to their area of responsibility, grinders, defensive specialists and finally the playmakers, the ones who usually have the finishing touch. 

Good teams have a leader. Most teams have more than one, like the star forward who can single-handedly score a game-changing goal on demand, or the big defenseman who can deliver the big hit and change the tone of the game at will.

In Toronto there is Phil Kessel. By default, with his pay, the amount of ice time he gets, he is expected to become the leader. He may not want the role, but as he looks up and down the bench he should be able to realize there isn’t anyone else who fits the bill better. 

Sadly for Leaf fans, Kessel is unable to be a leader. He doesn’t have the right stuff, the commitment, or the understanding of what it means to set an example.

It’s hard for any Chicago Black Hawk or Anaheim Duck to take an easy shift when their captain is crashing into the corner, fore-checking, or battling a big defenseman in the crease, then back-checking to the net or blocking a shot.

Kessel is a peripheral player. He comes back, sort of, but just to be in position to break out again. He shows up in the defensive end, but always just a little late to participate in the play. 

When he’s on a rush, he has a tendency to shoot from thirty feet out as he veers off towards the boards. Not many goalies are going to miss those. So he’s in the offensive zone, but hanging back away from the crease, and you’ll never find him in the corners or behind the net. 

Only two things are missing here. The heart, and the will to win at all costs. Those  are the things that make a leader step up in the clutch. Heart is the thing that energizes the whole team and allows them to do their part, knowing that when it’s needed, their leader will come through.

Kessel doesn’t wear the “C” in Toronto, and it won’t be happing soon either. Toronto’s last real leaders were Gilmore and Clark, coincidentally the last times they were worth watching. 

Heart and soul, the Leafs need a lot more.   


Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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