Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.



Stu Unger The Poker Savant
By Rejean Giguere

Stu Unger was a poke great before the game hit main stream television. Although he won the World Series of Poker a few times, he made his money playing card games, mostly gin rummy and Texas hold-em poker. He was bank-rolled early, playing those much older than he was.

I watched a video from poker broadcaster Ron Sexton that I thought really pointed out the brilliance and capability that Stu possessed. 

The story goes that Stu called up Ron Sexton, who was a player himself, and asked him to join him. The pair went down to Bob Stupak’s casino. They met Bob in the café and Stu tried to talk Bob into letting him play some blackjack. Stu was barred from playing in most casinos by this time, his photographic memory and math skills were too much. He volunteered to only play small bets. Bob was having none of it, and stated he just didn’t need Stu’s action.

In a twist, Stupak did offer Stu a gamble, he said he would offer a ten thousand dollar bet. 

Stu was curious and Bob explained, “I’ll turn over the cards of a deck, one at a time like this,” he turned his hands at an even pace, not too fast or slow. He said to Stu, “if you can tell me the last card you win ten grand.”

Stu accepted immediately and Bob started turning the cards over. Stu stared at the cards. Bob stopped at the last one and Stu said, “Ten of diamonds.”

He was right. 

Bob said, “All right, that’s enough, you’ll never play blackjack here again.”

Going out the door Ron was shocked, he couldn’t believe it, he asked Stu how he did it.

Stu said it was easy, he applied a unique number to each card in the deck, the Ace of clubs was 1, Ace of diamonds was 2, Ace of hearts was 3, and Ace of spades was 4, all the way up to the King of spades being 52. The total of all the cards together was 1378. Stu said he subtracted the numbers of the cards as Bob flipped them over. He was left with the number 38, which he knew was the 10 of diamonds.

On the spot thinking, which allowed him to come up with the system, combined with the ability to keep track of which unique number went with each playing card, and finally the math skills to count down the pile in order to end with the right number. 

It’s easy to agree that he was ahead of the curve, light-years ahead of his time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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P oy my columns s pin ik of b o
s e e iy e s e s sk
b e e

Stnge hePoter S
Bt

St v ke gttt e it s i o b
W e Wt S ke o s, i i ooy g s
oy Tt ot e P

e e oo b oSt Ot b sl i
R ey e

hestory s ha Sl p R Sxton,who st ol nd sk
oo Th et et b S g Thy et b
Sk o o s Bk S s e
e g o o by s B RO eyl
T el b g

P e re———————]

e o s ot o e 4

L ————
S et e e, en ot homens

[re—
L e ——

[ T ——

et raeiel mieriosttins v e
Ry g e i 53 T o . e et




