Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tom Brady and New England Patriots: Legacy Takes a Hit.

The New England Patriots of the National football League are used to receiving accolades, especially when the conversation turns to dynasties. 

I beg to differ, in fact I believe there is cheater mentality attached to the Patriot’s name and its time Tom Brady and Bill Belichick own up to it.

In 2007 where the Patriots were caught video taping the New York Jets defensive coach’s signals. The team was stuck with a $250,000 fine and the loss of a draft pick in the 2008 draft. This is a coach’s call. Bill Belichick bears responsibility for that fiasco. He also sets the culture of the team, from the top to bottom. It’s said that a team plays like its coach.

Fast-forward to 2014 and the recent NFL playoffs, with its “Deflategate” scandal again involving the New England team. 

In every game, each team must supply twelve footballs. In order to ensure consistency and fairness there are rules about the amount of air pressure the balls must contain. Each team uses their own balls while on offense.

After complaints laid during the AFC Championship game against the Indianapolis Colts, investigations determined that the Patriot balls were on average 2 pounds under pressure for the entire first half of the match, making them easier to catch, handle and throw in the cold weather. This scandal falls on Tom Brady, and he was quick to distance himself, pleading no knowledge of the problem before the Super Bowl and ever since. 

Now an investigative report on the issue from the executive vice president of the NFL Jeff Pash and lawyer Ted Wells has concluded that it is more probable than not that the New England Patriots deliberately used underinflated balls in the playoff game.

Text messages between the locker room attendant Jim McNally and equipment manager John Jastremski point to inappropriate activities and that lead investigators to believe that Tom Brady was at least aware of their actions.

I found it strange to see Mr. Brady’s father come out this week questioning how such assumptions could be made that reflect on his son’s reputation. In my opinion what was strange and damaging to his father, to the fans, and the league was Brady’s refusal to come clean and give over his phone to let investigators view his texts from that same time period.

Where there’s smoke, there’s fire. The league has since suspended Brady four games for the next season and the team received a million dollar fine as well as the loss of a draft pick in both 2016 and 1017. 
When you’re caught telling lies, your integrity does suffer. So does your legacy. Shame on the Patriots for the disgraceful message this sends, shame on Belichick for setting such a poor standard, and shame on Brady for being willing to stoop so low.


Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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