Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.


Winning the Canadian way
By Rejean Giguere

Not long ago I found myself talking to a Canadian who was not particularly an athlete. When I brought up the topic of winning “the right way” it was clear I wasn’t understood.

So I tried to use a sports example to explain.

At the last Olympics in Sochi, during a cross-country ski race, a Russian competitor broke his ski, falling repeatedly as he tried to finish the race. Although all the teams were watching, it was Canadian coach Justin Wadsworth who ran out on the course with a new ski, fastening it to the Russian’s foot, allowing him to finish a distant last.

Struggling to come up with a non-sporting example of Canadian sportsmanship, I settled on the last season’s Amazing Race Canada, as both of us had seen most of the episodes.

Two Canadian Women’s Olympic hockey players, Natalie Spooner and Meaghan Mickkelson were participants. At one point in the race they were deceived by another set of contestants. It was a low blow you could say, the women were given false directions, causing the two hockey players to loose time.

In a future episode the opportunity for payback presented itself. The very same contestants who had taken advantage of the women were now missing a piece of paper with instructions, that would help them on the assigned task. This couple asked all the teams for help by allowing them to read their copy. No one offered. Finally, the desperate pair came to the Canadians they had previous deceived. Without malice, the women shared their sheet of directions, allowing the other couple to have a chance to complete the course.

Canadians like winning, but we understand the difference between pride at winning with heart and fairness in a tough fought battle, and the hollow feeling of winning due to someone else’s misfortune, or because of an unfair playing field.

We like winning the right way. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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For further information or media enquiries contact 

Rejean Giguere
Box 562
Terrace Bay, ON  P0T 2W0
rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com
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