Thayendanegea 
Commonly known as Joseph Brant  
1743-Nov. 24, 1807
   Joseph Brant was a Mohawk military and political leader who was closely associated with Great Britain during and after the American Revolution. He was perhaps the most well-known North America
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   While not born into a hereditary leadership role within the Iroquois League, Brant rose to prominence thanks to his abilities and his connections to British officials. Through his sister, Molly Brant, he was associated with Sir William Johnson, the influential British Indian agent in the province of New York. During the American Revolutionary War, Brant led Mohawk and colonial Loyalists against American revolutionaries in a bitter partisan war on the New York frontier. During the war, he was accused by the Americans of committing atrocities, charges that were later shown to be false. After the war, he relocated to Canada, where he remained a prominent leader.

	


   On July 22, 1765, in Canajoharie, Brant married Peggie (also known as Margaret). Peggie had been taken captive by Native Americans. After becoming assimilated, she was sent back East to the Mohawks by western Indians.

   Brant and Peggie raised corn, and kept cattle, sheep, horses, and hogs. He also kept a small store. Brant dressed in "the English mode" wearing "a suit of blue broad cloth."

   Brant returned to Staten Island, New York in July 1776. He participated with Howe's forces as they prepared to retake New York. Although the details of his service that summer and fall were not officially recorded, Brant was said to have distinguished himself for bravery. He was thought to be with Clinton, Cornwallis, and Percy in the flanking movement at Jamaica Pass in the Battle of Long Island in August 1776.  He became lifelong friends with Lord Percy, later Duke of Northumberland, his only lasting friendship with a white man.
   In 1792, the American government invited Brant to Philadelphia, then capital of the United States, where he met President Washington and his cabinet. The Americans offered him a large pension, and a reservation in the United States for the Mohawks to try to lure them back. Brant refused, but Pickering said the Brant did take some cash payments. George Washington told Henry Knox in 1794 "to buy Captain Brant off at almost any price." Brant attempted a compromise peace settlement between the Western Confederacy and the Americans, but he failed. The war continued, and the Indians were defeated in 1794 at the Battle of Fallen Timbers.   

   The unity of the Western Confederacy was broken with the peace Treaty of Greenville in 1795.

Joseph Brant died in his house at the head of Lake Ontario (site of what would become the city of Burlington, Ont.) on Nov. 24, 1807 at the age of 64. 
   His last words, spoken to his adopted nephew John Norton, reflected his lifelong endeavour to his people: "Have pity on the poor Indians. If you have any influence with the great, endeavor to use it for their good."

   In 1850, his remains were carried 34 miles (55 km) in relays on the shoulders of young men of Grand River to a tomb at Her Majesty's Chapel of the Mohawks in Brantford, Ont.

