Ronald Wolf presents…

Ontario Nature
Canis lupus

The Grey Wolf

   Wolves are an extremely misunderstood animal. They are hunters by nature so they wouldn’t make a great pet. It would be like domesticating an alligator.

They are often viewed as vicious charters in movies such as The Wolf Man, in cartoons as manipulating violent characters and in folklore such as Little Red Riding Hood and the Three Little Pigs

   Wolf cubs are extremely cute animals but don’t pet them when their parents are around. 
   People collect wolf items anything from wolf fur earrings to a stuffed wolf.

The Ontario wolf goes by a variety of names such as the Latin name Canis lupus, Gray Wolf or comely known as the Timber Wolf. 

   When you see a wolf you won’t mistake it for another animal. The wolf is unique. The gray wolf is covered with gray, white and black tones. A mix of cream, gray, brown and orange can also be present in the wolves’ bristly hair. A full grown wolf can commonly grow anywhere from 4.9 to 6.7 feet.
   Northwestern Ontario is where you can mostly find the wolves in an area where food supply is plentiful.
   They enjoy a diet of moose, white-tailed deer and caribou. They are known to hunt rabbits, ruffled grouse, beaver, muskrats and rodents such as mice, shrews and squirrels. When game is scare, wolves will also eat berries, fruits, and even insects. It is very common to see wolves travel in packs and sleep in dens which can consist of holes in the ground, tree hollows, or beaver lodges. 
   Wolves are not confined to just one or two places in Ontario. In fact, they are found in a variety of places. They are found in the southern boundary of the Canadian Shield which include but not restricted to the lakes:  Great Bear, Great Slave, Athabasca, Winnipeg, Lake of the Woods, Superior, and Lake Huron. 
   A Wolf pack consists of two to nine wolves although a pack of 19 wolves were documented in Ontario. The size of any given pack depends on their territory. Female wolves start to reproduce at the age of two and the males about the age of three. Late January to March is when they start to breed and can deliver three to eight pups after about 63 days of mating. Fourty to 70 per cent of pups survive their first crucial year. After a few years, the young wolves will leave their packs and start off looking for their own packs.
   Wolves are a very important part of nature. They help reduce their prey populations as well as the sick population of their prey.

   Everything in nature has a purpose even if it doesn’t jump out and bite us in our face. But then again, a wolf as not something we want that close.

